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siblings Patricia and Stephen, their family 
members and the legion of friends who will al-
ways remember Billy Webber and the cher-
ished part he played in their lives. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 26, 2009 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam Speaker, on 
June 8, 2009, I underwent surgery and have 
been recuperating for the past 3 weeks. In my 
24 years in Congress, I have missed very few 
votes and have taken pride in having a voting 
record of over 90%. This is the first time I’ve 
missed this many votes. Had I been here, I 
would have cast the following votes: 

On rollcall 311, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 312, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 313, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 314, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 315, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 316, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 317, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 318, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 319, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 320, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 321, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 322, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 323, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 324, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 325, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 326, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 327, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 328, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 329, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 330, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 331, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 332, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 333, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 334, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 335, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 336, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 337, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 338, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 339, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 340, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 341, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 342, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 343, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 344, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 345, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 346, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 347, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 348, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 349, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 350, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 351, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 352, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 353, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 354, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 355, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 356, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 357, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 358, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 359, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 360, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 361, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 362, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 363, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 364, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 365, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 366, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 367, I would have voted no. 

On rollcall 368, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 369, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 370, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 371, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 372, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 373, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 374, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 375, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 376, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 377, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 378, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 379, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 380, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 381, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 382, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 383, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 384, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 385, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 386, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 387, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 388, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 389, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 390, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 391, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 392, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 393, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 394, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 395, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 396, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 397, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 398, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 399, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 400, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 401, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 402, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 403, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 404, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 405, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 406, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 407, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 408, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 409, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 410, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 411, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 412, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 413, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 414, I would have voted present. 
On rollcall 415, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 416, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 417, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 418, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 419, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 420, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 421, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 422, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 423, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 424, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 425, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 426, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 427, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 428, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 429, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 430, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 431, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 432, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 433, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 434, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 435, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 436, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 437, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 438, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 439, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 440, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 441, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 442, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 443, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 444, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 445, I would have voted no. 

On rollcall 446, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 447, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 448, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 449, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 450, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 451, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 452, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 453, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 454, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 455, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 456, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 457, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 458, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 459, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 460, I would have voted no. 
On rollcall 461, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 462, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 463, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 464, I would have voted yes. 
On rollcall 465, I would have voted yes. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JIM BOREN’S 
40 YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 26, 2009 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
give recognition to James V. ‘‘Jim’’ Boren, the 
Editorial Page Editor/Vice President of the 
Fresno Bee newspaper as he prepares to cel-
ebrate four decades of dedicated service to 
the Fresno Bee. 

A native of Fresno, California, Jim attended 
Hoover High School, where his talent for using 
written words to convey specific imagery and 
captivate a reader’s interest, officially began. 
While at Hoover, Boren became actively in-
volved in the school’s newspaper, the Hoover 
Patriot, and continued as a school reporter 
until his graduation in 1967. Following gradua-
tion, Boren attended Fresno City College 
where he earned his AA degree and became 
engaged with the official news publication of 
Fresno City College, the Rampage. His strong 
interest in journalism continued during his ten-
ure at California State University, Fresno, 
where he graduated in 1972 with a bachelor’s 
degree in journalism. 

While still in college, on June 9, 1969, at the 
age of 19, Jim Boren was hired as a vacation 
relief reporter for the Valley Department of the 
Fresno Bee and with that position, Boren’s il-
lustrious journalism career officially began. 
During his 40-year tenure at the Bee, Boren 
has covered almost every beat at the paper. 
In 1980, Jim Boren quickly became known as 
‘‘The Bee’s Political Guru,’’ as he continued to 
report exclusively on politics for nearly 15 
years. During that time, Boren covered every 
level of politics, including city council elections, 
gubernatorial races, and presidential cam-
paigns, joining the press pool of national cam-
paigns to see, hear and report first-hand the 
events and progress surrounding those cam-
paigns. 

In 1995, Jim became the Editorial Page Edi-
tor of the Bee, one of the positions he still en-
joys today. Boren has received a variety of 
journalism awards, including an investigative 
reporting award from the Society of Profes-
sional Journalists and in 2004, Boren earned 
recognition as the winner of the Jim Tucker 
Journalism Award presented by the Mass 
Communications and Journalism Department 
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of his alma mater, California State University, 
Fresno. 

Always dedicated to helping prevent hunger 
for Valley residents, Boren’s volunteer advo-
cacy on behalf of the Community Food Bank 
continues to aid those less fortunate. Addition-
ally, his volunteer efforts on behalf of Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Central California, resulted 
in significant funds being raised for the annual 
Kids Day event, where he has raised tens of 
thousands of dollars for those seeking medical 
care at the valley’s only children’s hospital. 
Boren is a founding board member and re-
mains active on the board of the Kenneth L. 
Maddy Institute at California State University, 
Fresno. 

A proud father, Marissa Boren continues in 
her father’s footsteps and is dedicated to edu-
cation and the community. She has just com-
pleted her education at the University of Cali-
fornia at San Diego. 

Boren, in his current role as Editorial Page 
Editor/Vice President, continues to write a 
weekly column on politics and public policy in 
addition to his duties overseeing the Bee’s 
opinion pages. He is also a member of the 
Operating Committee, which is the senior 
management group of the newspaper. 

On behalf of all those who have read his 
words, it is with great pleasure that I congratu-
late Jim Boren for 40 years of providing inter-
esting informative stories, columns and opin-
ions to Fresno Bee readers everywhere. 

f 

THE TRUE IMPORTANCE OF 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 26, 2009 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to encourage all citizens to take a mo-
ment during the upcoming Independence Day 
weekend to reflect on what the United States 
and the ideals of our Republic mean to them. 

America’s experiment with democracy rep-
resents the origins of a new outlook and new 
system of governance. Our founders dared to 
challenge history. The principles of personal 
liberty and collective justice—exercised daily 
across our country—were once little more than 
the lofty goals of our ancestors. Today, we 
have come a long way. We have struggled 
and continue to struggle, to achieve the true 
spirit of freedom for every American and every 
citizen of humanity. 

When I reflect on the ideals of our nation 
and consider the significance of our shining 
example of freedom to the world, I think not 
only of our deep-rooted principle of self-deter-
mination but the basic liberties set forth by the 
Declaration of Independence and our Bill of 
Rights. These two great doctrines lay a foun-
dation for all free nations. 

But I believe freedom is more than words. 
Freedom is a society in which all have an 

equal opportunity to succeed. 
A free society is one in which citizens are 

not burdened by a perpetual cycle of poverty 
that breeds crime, violence and chronic dis-
ease. 

A free society is one in which the people 
are not crushed into bankruptcy by the weight 

of growing medical costs that seem without 
bounds. 

Citizens of a free society need not choose 
between buying food and affording care. 

A free society educates all of its children 
and provides vast opportunity for betterment 
beyond the classroom. 

A free society ought not be bound by the 
shackles of oppression, be it physical re-
straints or the restraints imposed by a depend-
ence on foreign assets. 

A free society puts its stock in innovation, 
tapping into its own financial and human cap-
ital to grow a smarter economy and a safer fu-
ture that doesn’t poison our air, water and 
land or tie self determination to the foreign re-
sources of another land’s oppressor. 

In our still pioneering young republic, we 
refuse to cede the initiative to innovate. 

In our pursuit of freedom we agree to forgo 
some of our individual interests and intemper-
ance to allow the space for open dialogue, de-
bate and discussion. 

Our society and all free societies must be 
open to compromise without bias to age, color 
or creed. 

So as I stand here on the eve of our 233rd 
Independence Day, I am grateful for our 
founding fathers and their quest for democ-
racy. While I value the vast distances we have 
traveled since Philadelphia, I remain mindful of 
the long journey yet to perfection. 

On this Independence Day, I urge my fellow 
Arizonans and all Americans to endeavor to 
renew and revive the spirit of liberty that 
launched this great nation, and strive to seek 
a more perfect Union. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE SOCORRO 
BULLDOGS BASEBALL TEAM 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 26, 2009 

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Socorro High School baseball 
team for winning the 2009 Texas 5A State 
Baseball Championship. The Socorro High 
Bulldogs ended their championship season 
with an impressive record, becoming the sec-
ond team in El Paso history to bring home the 
coveted state title. 

The team was tested by fierce competitors 
from across the great State of Texas, one of 
the most competitive states in the entire nation 
for high school baseball. As the post-season 
progressed, the Bulldogs fended off tough 
challengers and finished with an impressive 
35–4 record. 

On Saturday, June 20th, the Bulldogs had 
their toughest test this year when they faced 
the Lufkin Panthers in the state championship 
game at the Dell Diamond in Round Rock, 
Texas, and were down 2–0 in the game’s 
early innings. The talented young men on the 
Socorro Bulldog team never waivered and 
forged an impressive come-from-behind vic-
tory. 

I am extremely proud of the dedication, de-
termination, sportsmanship, and discipline of 
this talented baseball team and their Coach 
Chris Forbes. The members of this champion-

ship team are to be commended for their drive 
and perseverance. The 2009 team members 
include: Tavi Amparan, Chuy Diaz, Cory 
Falvey, Roger Favela, Chris Guzman, Eric 
Herrera, Bobby Mares, Sergio Mendoza, 
Marcus Molina, Armando Muniz, Jessirey 
Navarrete, Aaron Olivas, Josh Rodriguez, 
Rene Rodriguez, Oscar Sandate, Ivan Sigala, 
Angel Soria, George Stoltz, and Luis Yanez. 

Head Coach Chris Forbes and his great 
team of assistant coaches, Joe Alvarez, Adri-
an Garcia, Federico Contreras, and Herbert 
Reyes, were the masterminds behind the 
team’s success. Coach Forbes, in particular, 
instilled a sense of hard work and discipline 
that kept the players motivated throughout the 
regular season and post-season. As part of 
his 25–year career in coaching, the former 
Austin High School baseball player has taken 
Socorro to 20 playoff appearances. Coach 
Forbes also boasts the most wins (576) of any 
varsity baseball coach in El Paso. 

The Bulldogs’ championship title energized 
El Paso sports fans, as over a thousand par-
ents and members of the community made the 
long journey to Round Rock to cheer the team 
to victory. This team will forever be remem-
bered for its historic victory that brought the 
State Championship Trophy to El Paso, 60 
years after the storied Bowie Bears baseball 
team achieved the same feat in 1949. I am 
proud to join my constituents from the 16th 
District of Texas in commending the Socorro 
Bulldogs baseball team for a job well done. 

f 

RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOP-
MENT AND TRANSMISSION 
ISSUES 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 26, 2009 

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, I greatly ap-
preciate the sentiments expressed in the at-
tached letter from Carl Zichella, and I intend to 
work with these groups to achieve strong envi-
ronmental protections in areas affected by 
transmission line siting. 

SIERRA CLUB, 
Sacrementa, CA, June 26, 2009. 

Hon. JAY INSLEE, 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE INSLEE: I write to 
thank you for your leadership on renewable 
energy development and transmission issues. 
The Sierra Club, The Wilderness Society and 
NRDC have concerns about the presidential 
override provision of the manager’s trans-
mission amendment. We recognize that it 
was not the intention of the amendment’s 
author to, in any way, undermine environ-
mental protection. We would like to work 
with Congressman Inslee and the Energy and 
Commerce Committee to help ensure that 
public land protection measures in trans-
mission policy reforms are as strong as pos-
sible, as reflected in HR 2211 and to clarify 
the role of public stakeholders in the plan-
ning process the amendment establishes. 

We are at your service in the coming days 
and weeks to address these issues. 

Sincerely, 
CARL ZICLIELLA, 

Western Renewable 
Projects Director. 
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